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law, which, in Lord Coke's view, is the perfection of reason, for force 
and self-redress between nations. 

Should the resolution be passed by the future Congress and receive the 
approval of President Taft, which seems assured in advance, the cause 
of international peace would receive an impetus impossible to overstate 
or exaggerate. 

AN ANCIENT CASE OF INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION 

The frequent resort to arbitration, the codification of arbitral pro- 
cedure, and the creation by the First Hague Conference of a permanent 
panel of judges from which a temporary tribunal can be formed for the 
trial and determination of an international controversy, and the series 
of arbitral decisions dating from the year 1902, when the first case was 
submitted to the permanent court at The Hague, are regarded as 
peculiarly characteristic of the enlightenment and progress of the present 
day. Arbitration, however, is not a discovery of the last century, al- 
though it is from Jay's treaty of 1794 that it may be said to have made 
its formal entry into the world. Instances of arbitration were com- 
paratively frequent in ancient Greece, treaties of arbitration were con- 
cluded, and arbitral procedure outlined strikingly similar to the procedure 
of the present day. Even the tribunal of five judges was known to 
Greece, and a remarkable instance of arbitration is furnished in the settle- 
ment of a controversy between Priene and Samos some two hundred and 
forty years before Christ. 

A controversy existed between Samos and Priene concerning the 
possession of a fort named Karion and the land surrounding it. Direct 
negotiations failed to adjust the controversy, and Samos and Priene 
submitted it to a Ehodian commission consisting of five judges, which 
visited the disputed localities, listened to the claims of either party on 
the spot, and finalley decided the controversy in the Artemision at 
Bphesos. 1 

The inscriptions setting forth the arbitration are unfortunately im- 
perfect, but enough is preserved to show the origin and nature of the con- 
troversy, the proceedings and the award. " The question at issue," says 

i This account of the arbitration is based upon Newton's Ancient Greek, Inscrip- 
tions in the British Museum, Part 3, section I, pages 1-5. edited by the Rev. E. 
L. Hicks. The language of the text, when not quoted directly, is a paraphrase 
of Mr. Hicks' narrative. 
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Mr. Hicks, ''was the ownership of Karion and its neighborhood. The 
Samians asserted that the Prienian occupation of them was a modern 
encroachment. The arguments on either side were based partly on in- 
scriptions, partly on written histories, and also on the circumstances of 
previous arbitrations. It is probable that the Samian arguments are 
recited first, inasmuch as it was the Samians. who had raised the dis- 
cussion." Mr. Hicks says further: 

The heading of the Rhodian award is happily preserved, and is very explicit. 
After giving the names of the five arbitrators, and of the delegates from Samos 
and Priene respectively, and having stated the circumstances under which the 
award was delivered, the Rhodians proceed to affirm in brief that they hold the 
claim of Priene to Karion and its environs to be fully proved ( lines 1-27 ) . They 
add that they have made two copies of the award, and have delivered one to the 
authorities at Samos and the other to the authorities at Priene (lines 27-44). 
Then there follow a recital at length of the arguments that had been employed 
on either side (lines 45-154). Finally the arbitrators sum up and pronounce 
judgment in favor of Priene (lines 154-157). Appended was a specification of 
the exact boundaries between the Samian and Prienian lands: of this survey 
only the beginning is preserved (lines 158-170). Of the recital of the pleadings 
many lines have been lost. But enough remains for us to see clearly the precise 
questions at issue, the chief arguments urged by Samos and Priene and the final 
award of Rhodes. 

THE INTERNATIONAL OPIUM CONFERENCE 

In July and October, 1909, there appeared in the Journal articles on 
the International Opium Commission which met at Shanghai on the 1st, 
and adjourned on the 26th of February, 1909. In addition to outlining the 
actual work of the commission and the results attained therein, an account 
was given of the opium problem as seen in the Far Bast and in the home 
territories of the United States and those European countries which par- 
ticipated in the commission. The efforts made by the interested govern- 
ments to enact opium legislation in accord with modern ideas before the 
commission met was also sketched, and there followed a comment on the 
work of the commission itself and on its final conclusions on the great 
mass of data submitted to it. 

In regard to the commission itself, it was pointed out that amongst the 
most important objects gained had been the willingness of China to con- 
sult with a majority of the treaty Powers in regard to her internal as 
well as her external traffic in opium ; that by the joint action of the inter- 
ested governments the opium problem had been raised from a national to 
an international plane ; and that this had impressed the Chinese Govern- 



